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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 077884 
ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 H-01 NSCE-00 PM-05 SP-02 
INRE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 NSAE-00 DODE-OO L-03 /047 R 

DRAFTED BY NE A/ARP: J WT WINAM/NE A: S SOB ER: B FI 

APPROVED BY S/S:PTARNOFF 

H:BATWOOD 

T:WMARSH 

NSC:WQUANDT 

130744 251623Z/46 

O 251608Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 077884 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, EC, SA, IS, US 

SUBJECT: TIMING OF SUBMITTING MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 
PACKAGE 

1 . AS YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS ARE AWARE, IN ANNOUNCING AIR- 
CRAFT SALE PACKAGE ON FEBRUARY 14 ADMINISTRATION INDICATED 
THAT FORMAL SUBMISSION WOULD TAKE PLACE (ON UNSPECIFIED 
DATE) AFTER CONGRESS RETURNED FROM EASTER RECESS APRIL 3. 

AT THE TIME OF ANNOUNCEMENT IT WAS HOPED THAT SENATE 
VOTE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES WOULD BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 
EASTER RECESS. THIS HAS, HOWEVER, NOT BEEN THE CASE AND 
MAJORITY LEADER BYRD HAS NOW INDICATED VOTE ON SECOND 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY WILL TAKE PLACE NOT LATER THAN APRIL 
26. (PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT VOTE COULD OCCUR AT ANY 
TIME AFTER MID-APRIL.) 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 077884 


2. BYRD HAS REQUESTED ADMINISTRATION TO DELAY SUBMISSION 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT PACKAGE UNTIL ACTION ON PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY IS COMPLETED IN THE SENATE. THERE ARE IM- 
PORTANT TACTICAL ADVANTAGES IN ACCOMMODATING SENATE LEADER- 
SHIP IN THIS REQUEST. THE PRESIDENT HAS NOW DETERMINED 
THAT MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT PACKAGE WILL BE SUBMITTED 
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IMMEDIATELY AFTER SENATE VOTE ON SECOND AND FINAL PANAMA 

CANAL TREATY. 

3. FYI: ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS HAVE EXPLAINED TO 
SAUDI PRINCE TURKI AL-FAISAL CONNECTION BETWEEN PANAMA 
CANAL VOTE AND SUBMISSION OF MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 
PACKAGE AND HE INDICATED UNDERSTANDING OF THE TACTICAL 
IMPORTANCE OF ACCEDING TO MAJORITY LEADER'S REQUEST. 

BYRD'S STATEMENT THAT CANAL VOTE WILL TAKE PLACE NOT 
LATER THAN APRIL 26 HAS RECEIVED WIDE PUBLICITY IN NEWS 
MEDIA AND WE ASSUME THAT YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS ARE 
AWARE OF IT. END FYI. 

4. WE LEAVE TO EMBASSIES' DISCRETION WHETHER TO VOLUNTEER 
ABOVE INFORMATION AND BACKGROUND ON TIMING OF FORMAL SUB 
MISSION TO CONGRESS. IN ANY EVENT, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON 
ABOVE IF HOST GOVERNMENT RAISES QUESTION WITH YOU. 

VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 077884 
ORIGIN NEA-03 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /004 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY :NEA/ARP: JRCOUNTRYMAN 
APPROVED BY :NEA/ARP:JWTWINAM 

020083 291738Z/47 

R 28 1 954Z MAR 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO CHUSMTM DHAHRAN 

SECRET STATE 077884 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 077884 SENT ACTION CAIRO JIDDA TEL AVIV 
MAR 25. 

QUOTE SECRET STATE 077884 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: MASS, EC, SA, IS, US 

SUBJECT: TIMING OF SUBMITTING MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 
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PACKAGE 

1 . AS YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS ARE AWARE, IN ANNOUNCING AIR- 
CRAFT SALE PACKAGE ON FEBRUARY 14 ADMINISTRATION INDICATED 
THAT FORMAL SUBMISSION WOULD TAKE PLACE (ON UNSPECIFIED 
DATE) AFTER CONGRESS RETURNED FROM EASTER RECESS APRIL 3. 

AT THE TIME OF ANNOUNCEMENT IT WAS HOPED THAT SENATE 
VOTE ON PANAMA CANAL TREATIES WOULD BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO 
EASTER RECESS. THIS HAS, HOWEVER, NOT BEEN THE CASE AND 
MAJORITY LEADER BYRD HAS NOW INDICATED VOTE ON SECOND 
PANAMA CANAL TREATY WILL TAKE PLACE NOT LATER THAN APRIL 
26. (PRESENT INDICATIONS ARE THAT VOTE COULD OCCUR AT ANY 
TIME AFTER MID-APRIL.) 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 077884 

2. BYRD HAS REQUESTED ADMINISTRATION TO DELAY SUBMISSION 
OF THE MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT PACKAGE UNTIL ACTION ON PANAMA 
CANAL TREATY IS COMPLETED IN THE SENATE. THERE ARE IM- 
PORTANT TACTICAL ADVANTAGES IN ACCOMMODATING SENATE LEADER- 
SHIP IN THIS REQUEST. THE PRESIDENT HAS NOW DETERMINED 

THAT MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT PACKAGE WILL BE SUBMITTED 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER SENATE VOTE ON SECOND AND FINAL PANAMA 

CANAL TREATY. 

3. FYI: ADMINISTRATION OFFICIALS HAVE EXPLAINED TO 
SAUDI PRINCE TURKI AL-FAISAL CONNECTION BETWEEN PANAMA 
CANAL VOTE AND SUBMISSION OF MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT 
PACKAGE AND HE INDICATED UNDERSTANDING OF THE TACTICAL 
IMPORTANCE OF ACCEDING TO MAJORITY LEADER'S REQUEST. 

BYRD'S STATEMENT THAT CANAL VOTE WILL TAKE PLACE NOT 
LATER THAN APRIL 26 HAS RECEIVED WIDE PUBLICITY IN NEWS 
MEDIA AND WE ASSUME THAT YOUR HOST GOVERNMENTS ARE 
AWARE OF IT. END FYI. 

4. WE LEAVE TO EMBASSIES' DISCRETION WHETHER TO VOLUNTEER 
ABOVE INFORMATION AND BACKGROUND ON TIMING OF FORMAL SUB 
MISSION TO CONGRESS. IN ANY EVENT, YOU SHOULD DRAW ON 
ABOVE IF HOST GOVERNMENT RAISES QUESTION WITH YOU. 

VANCE UNQUOTE COOPER 


SECRET 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: FIGHTER AIRCRAFT, MILITARY SALES 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 25 mar 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE077884 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JWTWINAM/NEA:SSOBER:BH 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D7801 32-0229 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780324/aaaaaugl.tel 

Line Count: 161 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 6bd012bd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN NEA 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 05 jul 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3201447 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: TIMING OF SUBMITTING MIDDLE EAST AIRCRAFT PACKAGE 
TAGS: MASS, EC, SA, IS, US 
To: CAIRO JIDDA MULTIPLE 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/6bd012bd-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 
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